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1. Our project/project experience:

Rainbow's End expanded our playground area for infants/toddlers. It will provide an area for 

green grass, which was non-existant on these play areas before now. It has been noted on 

visits by our state assessors that we need at least two types of surfaces on each playground for 

children to experience. We now have the grassy areas for children to explore as well as the soft 

rubber surfaces. The playground extends south of the current play areas and is fenced in for 

safety. An access gate allows classrooms to take groups of children onto the playground easily 

from their current playground. We also constructed a concrete path around the perimeter of 

the grass, but inside the fence, for the children to ride the tricycles and other riding toys on. 

Planters were also constructed for our north playground for the preschool and school-age 

children to be able to engage in planting experiences. These were constructed from reclaimed 

cedar boards provided by the SIU physical plant. 

2. Summary of results:

As a result of the project, we now have a grassy area for the children to play on, touch and sit 

on. This part of the project has reached about 60 children at the center, 14 full-time staff 

members, and several part-time employees and student workers. The infant, red, yellow, 

green, and blue classrooms are all able to utilize the playground during their outdoor times in 

the morning and the afternoon. The infants and young toddlers can crawl and walk around 

comfortably on the surface or can sit on a blanket on the surface to read books, sing songs, and 

talk about the nature around them. It will raise our score on the ITERS (Infant/Toddler 

Environmental Rating Scale) from a 5 to an 8 in the area of Space for gross motor play. 8 is the 














